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By Ted Kaye 

Our neighbor to the north did it 
right!   

I’m biased, of course, as Vancouver 
city staff asked for and followed 
my advice in structuring and 
pursuing the flag adoption process.  
But by any measure, the results 
speak for themselves (see p. 4). 

Having the mayor’s full support, 
along with the city council’s, meant 
that the city could conduct a public 
competition, with a well-trained 
selection committee and a sound 
public-relations effort, and have 
confidence that the resulting flag 
would see adoption.  And it did. 

Vancouver now has a flag to rival 
Portland’s.  I’m looking forward to 
the day—likely soon—that its 
design appears as a tattoo! 

We meet in odd-numbered months, 
usually the second Thursday at 7PM.  
Please mark your 2026 calendars  
for PFA meetings at the following 
dates/locations: 

      1/8/26  Joyce & William Gifford 
      3/12/26   Jessie Spillers 
      5/14/26   Ted Kaye 
      7/9/26   TBD 
      9/12/26 SAT, 1PM  Graham Houser 
      11/12/26   TBD 

Thank you to our generous hosts    
for their hospitality to the PFA! 

Committee members examine 
submissions in the second round. 

Third-round choices, ready for 
combining and polishing. 
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In our November meeting, hosted 
by Jessie Spillers at the Legends 
and streamed via Zoom, 7 PFA 
members and friends enjoyed 
three+ hours of flags and video 
conversation.  Jessie had graciously 
agreed to host after the unexpected 
death of Larry Snyder; the change 
in venue likely affected attendance. 

As our ever-gracious host, Jessie 
led the session and unfurled the 
PFA flag. 

Ted Kaye solicited feedback    
from those who had attended 
NAVA 59 in Seattle the past 
month—not surprisingly, the    
PFA had a strong contingent (10 
members) and we agreed on the 
meeting’s high quality and value. 

November 2025 Flutterings You Need to Know 

Ralph Bartlett, joining from a 
suburb of Melbourne in Victoria, 
Australia, gave a brief report on the 
150’-tall flagpole that had stood for 
40 years at the Haymarket Round-
about, installed for the 150th 
anniversary of the state in 1985. 

Graham Houser, who teaches 
special-needs teens, showed an app 
that supports AAC (Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication—
tools and methods to communicate 
without speech), showing a panel 
full of flags. 

Ralph Bartlett explains the huge flag pole erected for Victoria’s 150th anniversary, 
which flew a 24’ x 48’ state flag for a few months then a national flag until 2024;  

the then-unsafe pole was taken down in 2025. 

Graham Houser pulls up an AAC panel with national flags. 

Jessie Spillers holds the PFA flag. 

Ted Kaye challenges the members’ 
memory with the flag of NAVA 51. 
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John Niggley shows his new Swedish flag, helped by Max Liberman. 

John Niggley’s son had just 
returned from visiting family in 
Sweden, bringing a large national 
flag (3 meters long, sized for a     
12-meter pole); it joins several 
other Swedish flags in John’s 
collection. 

Max Liberman reported on a 
NAVA 59 discussion which 
proposed supporting the initiative 
of the NAVA Flag Design 
Committee to develop a “toolkit” 
for flag-adoption efforts, then 
unfurled his personal flag as a 
tribute to Larry Snyder (who had 
helped with its heraldry) and 
interpreted the multiple symbols 
on it, some cleverly canting on his 
surname (liber and libra). 

Alden Jencks, zooming in from 
Washington, D.C., recounted his 
impressions of the two new large 
flag poles at the White House, 
saying they “are out of scale”, 

Max Liberman describes his personal flag, with a book for learning and  
scales for justice (in Latin liber and libra, both plays on his surname),  

and five discs, as that is his favorite number. 

“ruin the symmetry of the building 
and grounds”, “detract from the 
iconic pole atop the building”,   
and “may pose a danger to 
helicopters”; he then described 
observing the broad use of the 
Washington, D.C. flag (including 
with text added and sometimes 
with colors reversed) at the No 
Kings parade and beyond. 

Our next meeting, at 7 PM, 
Thursday, January 8, 2026, will be 
hosted by Joyce & William Gifford 
at the “Big Pink Church” in 
Oregon City.  Ted will deliver the 
PFA flag.  We expect again to 
welcome our local members as  
well as far-flung friends. 

Alden Jencks reports from D.C. 
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community”, said Rose Mendoza, 
chair of the Flag Selection 
Committee.  “Every element in the 
design reflects something 
meaningful about Vancouver, and 
it is a symbol we can all be proud 
of now and into the future.” 

“Our new flag is a powerful 
reflection of who we are as a city”, 
said the mayor (who served on the 
committee).  “It represents our 
natural surroundings, the iconic 
places that define Vancouver, and 
the creativity that makes our 
community special.  This flag truly 
tells the story of a community on 
the rise.” 

* * * * 

The 138 flag design submissions, posted in the windows of Vancouver’s city hall. Vancouver’s old flag, adopted in 1993. 

By Ted Kaye 

Vancouver, Washington, has 
upstaged its British Columbia 
name-twin with a great new flag. 

Portland’s neighbor to the north 
(across the Columbia River), the 
4th-largest city in Washington 
state, calls itself “America’s 
Vancouver”.  It replaced its 1993 
flag last month. 

The flag-adoption effort, driven  
by Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle, 
received strong staff support from 
Laura Shepard, the city’s director 
of communications, and her team.  
They invited me to provide 
process advice, brief and guide the 
Flag Selection Committee, record 
two podcasts, and bring in NAVA 
members to help develop and 
polish finalist designs. 

The city council unanimously 
voted to adopt the new flag after 
the community-led committee 
presented its recommendation on 
10 November.  The formal flag-
raising was 28 November (Alex 
Zimmerman and I attended). 

“This flag is the result of 
thoughtful collaboration and 
creative input from across our 

In its excellent explanatory 
webpage, the city featured 
questions and answers, anticipating 
public inquiries and providing 
detailed responses. 

Wasn’t there already a flag? 

Yes, the city’s previous flag was 
created in 1993.  It was designed 
internally with limited public 
engagement and has remained the 

A New Flag for Vancouver, Washington 

Vancouver’s new flag, adopted in 2025. 

The new flag’s meaning. 
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L to R: Flag Selection Committee  
Vice Chair Hèctor Alejandro Varela-

Betancourt, Chair Rose Mendoza, and 
flag designers Brooke Nugent and 

Nathan Hunter.  

city flag for 30+ years.  As 
described in the 1993 Staff Report, 
the current flag design represents 
Vancouver’s “emergence as a 
world-class city and its strength 
and natural beauty”.   

In 2025, the city sought to create a 
new flag that adhered to design 
best practices, was a recognizable 
symbol of Vancouver, and 
incorporated the community in its 
development. 

Why did the city want a new 
flag? 

Vancouver has grown and changed 
since its flag was created in 1993.  
The current flag is dated, not easily 
recognizable, and doesn’t follow 

basic flag design principles.  In 
early 2025, the city announced a 
design competition to create a new 
city flag that would represent the 
community’s shared values and 
better represent Vancouver. 

What did the flag design 
committee do? 

The city-council-appointed 
committee evaluated each of      
the 138 submissions based on 
the design brief and the principles 
of flag design outlined in Good Flag, 
Bad Flag. 

To ensure a fair and impartial 
selection process, all entries were 
reviewed anonymously, without 
identifying information.  As part  
of the evaluation, the committee 
consulted with members of the 
North American Vexillological 
Association to refine designs in 
alignment with established flag 
standards, including adjustments  
to color for visibility on a flagpole 
and considerations for accessibility.  
During the review, judges 
independently created two 

Continued on next page 

The top variants, coordinated by Brian Cham and NAVA’s Flag Design Forum. 

Ted Kaye guides the committee and staff in a half-day session which narrowed the field to a few semi-finalist designs. 

The six finalist designs. 
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One of the most original and 
interesting submissions...a Rasta-cat, 

perhaps? 

How much did the project cost? 

The total cost of this project was 
$1,500.  The city used $1,000 for 
the prizes for the selected flag 
finalists and the cost of creating 
the finalists’ flags to assist the 
committee in judging the flags. 

Why doesn’t the flag include the 
city’s logo? 

The city’s logo is used to represent 
the government agency.  The city 
created this process to design a flag 
that represents the community and 
is used by the community. 

* * * * 

In my view, the city government 
participants—elected officials, 
staff, volunteers—did everything 
right.  They created a solid process 
that negotiated the political 
challenges, dodged pitfalls, and 
brought the public along.  They 
consulted (and listened to) the 

composite flags by combining 
elements from submissions they 
felt worked well together.  The 
original creators whose designs 
inspired these composites were 
credited for their contributions. 

How were residents involved in 
the design of the flag? 

Residents were involved 
throughout the process. The city 
council appointed a volunteer 
committee to select the flag from 
the 138 entries submitted.  Once 
the committee selected the 
finalists, the city invited the public 
to provide feedback on them, and 
1,438 responses were received.  
The committee used this feedback 
to help them make their decision 
regarding which flag to 
recommend to the city council. 

experts, recruited Brian Cham to 
bring semi-finalists to the NAVA’s 
Flag Design Forum and to help 
polish finalists, and took to heart 
my counsel that flag-adoption is 
10% design and 90% politics and 
public relations. 

I’m pleased for the residents of 
Vancouver that they finally have an 
effective flag design, and I look 
forward to seeing it wave broadly 
across the city. 

All such contests draw a joke submission or two; here’s a great one. The old flag comes down. 
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“The consequences of colonialism continue to shape Africa’s political landscape, leaving behind a legacy of unrecognized 
states and contested sovereignties.  This post examines declarations of independence in Africa since 1920 that received limited 

or no international recognition, excluding those that have since gained full statehood.” 
vividmaps.com/former-current-unrecognised-states-africa 
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“Under Two Flags, White Pass, July 5, 1899”.   
wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM81310 

By Ted Kaye 

The White Pass trail was one of 
the two main passes used by 
prospectors during the Klondike 
Gold Rush (the other was the 
Chilkoot).  

Built 1898–1900, the narrow-gauge 
White Pass & Yukon Route railway 
line ran 107 miles from Skagway, 
Alaska, through White Pass (on the 
border between the U.S. and 
Canada) to Whitehorse, Yukon. 

As the first leg was completed, 
photographer P. E. Kern captured 
the two national flags—the Stars 
and Stripes for the U.S. and the 
Union Jack for Canada. 

The railroad became a vital 
transportation link for gold seekers 
and after many vicissitudes, it now 
operates as a tourist passenger line, 
taking cruise ship passengers the 

White Pass Flags 

At White Pass, an array of national/ 
state/provincial/territorial flags 
now flies prominently, serving as 
one of the most-photographed   
sites on the route, 125+ years after 
flags first flew there. 

20 miles from Skagway up to 
White Pass.  The train passes       
“a breathtaking panorama of 
mountains, glaciers, gorges, 
waterfalls, tunnels, trestles, and 
historic sites.” 

Flags at the border at White Pass draw the attention of White Pass & Yukon Route passengers:   
U.S., Alaska, British Columbia, Yukon, Canada.   explorenorthblog.com/hiking-canada-usa-border-in-the-white-pass 
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Posted by civixplorer on Facebook.  More:  Fusion of Flags: When Two Flags Become One, Parts 1 & 2: 
youtube.com/watch?v=WSMNL-uqmWE and youtube.com/watch?v=eVj2OhsRnWs 
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Roundup 

Some of the flags representing nations that have contracted with the Canadian Mint in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  
The Canada geese resting on the grass may be about to head off to some of those countries!  (Sent by Tom Grauman) 

United States flag with each star scaled to its state’s population and geographical 
position.  (Posted to Facebook by Amazing Maps, sent by Cris Hood-Rosales) 

Flag of the Mexican Expeditionary  
Air Force, carried to the Philippines in 

WWII, displayed in a Mexico City 
museum.   (Sent by Sig Unander) 

FLAG JOKE 

How is a flag like Santa Claus? 

   They both hang out at the pole… 

PLEASE SEND US YOUR JOKES! 

“Greetings from ANATNOM!”, writes 
Jim Croft, who led an attempt to 

change the flag there in the late 1970s. 

Flag of the United States and 
France, displayed at the Palace of 

the Legion of Honor in San 
Francisco.  (Sent by Phil Allen, 

who notes the slight differences 
in proportions and colors.) 
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What Was that Flag?  Answers to the last quiz What’s that Flag? 

By Nikita Dudko | Никита Дудко  

These Latin American sub-national 
flags all bear maps. 

Congratulations to the solver:  
John Cartledge. 

By John Cartledge 

Identify these flags, and determine 
the theme that connects them. 

Amazonas, Venezuela. 

Anzoátegui, Venezuela. 

Delta Amacuro, Venezuela. 

Culebra, Puerto Rico. 

Izabal Department, Guatemala. 

Chiquimula Department, Guatemala. 

San Luis Talpa, La Paz, El Salvador. 
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Portland Flag Miscellany 

Portland Heart Print,  
by Benton Park Prints 

$10.00 
bentonparkprints.com/

listing/241237616/portland-portland-
heart-portland-oregon 

The Vexilloid Tabloid , founded in 1999 by the late John Hood, is published bi-monthly by and for                                
the Portland Flag Association—Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.  Find back issues at portlandflag.org. 

January Meeting 

The next meeting of the Portland 
Flag Association will be at 7 PM, 
Thursday, January 8, hosted by 
Joyce & William Gifford at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion at 710 6th St, Oregon City. 

Those who cannot attend in 
person should watch for a Zoom 
invitation. 

We look forward to seeing those   
of you who have missed recent 
meetings and engaging in provo-
cative flag-related discussion.  

Newcomers and friends from 
around the world are welcome! 

Poster for the 2023  
Grand Prix of Portland,  

by Modern Racing Prints.  $69. 
modernracingprints.com/

products/2023-grand-prix-of-portland 

Portland Beer Cap Poster, by iCanvas.   
Available in canvas, fine art paper, 

acrylic, and metal (prices vary). 
icanvas.com/canvas-print/portland-
beer-cap-flag-bpp280#1PC6-40x26 


